LORD  OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
onwards* In that year Gabriel Harvey, in an
address of welcome to the Earl of Oxford, urges
him to give up literature and devote himself to a
life of action* The following is a translation
of some of the Latin verses in the address:
For a long time Phcrhus ApoJlo has cultivated thy
mind in the Arts: British poetical measures have
been sung by thcc long enough.
O thou hero worthy of renown, throw away the
insignificant pen, throw away bloodless books and
writings that serve no useful purpose* Now must
the sword be brought into play, now is the time for
thce to sharpen the spear.
Oxford was then twenty-eight years of age,
and had already been a prolific writer. At this
time, and indeed up to the time of his death in
1604, hardly more than fifty lines of verse had
been acknowledged by him as author. He must
have published anonymously from an early
period. None but his early efforts had been
issued under his name.
In 1586 A Discourse of English Poetm was
published by William Webbe, in which the
following sentence occurs:
I may not omit the deserved commendations of
many honourable and noble Lords and Gentlemen
in her Majesty's Court, which in the rare devices of
poetry have been and yet arc most skilful; among
whom the Right Honourable the Earl of Oxford
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